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East Metro Economic Alliance
“Shaping the future of East Metro through economic advocacy”

Welcome

Mr. Jarvez Hall
Executive Director
East Metro Economic Alliance

About East Metro Economic Alliance

• The East Metro Economic Alliance (EMEA) is a non-profit organization 
comprised of approximately area businesses, chambers of commerce, 
and public agencies working together to shape the future of East Metro 
through economic advocacy.

• The East Metro region, often referred to as East Multnomah County, 
consists of the cities of Fairview, Gresham, Troutdale and Wood Village. 
It also includes East Portland and incorporated areas in East Multnomah 
County and North Clackamas County.
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Our Executive Director Jarvez Hall

• Graduate of Gresham High School
• B.S. in Business from Oregon State University

▫ Member of the 2001 Fiesta Bowl Championship Team
• MBA from Willamette University
• Experience includes City of Portland, Portland State University, Small 

Business Majority, Small Business Development Center, Ascent Funding

Our Executive Board

• President: Sue O’Halloran – KMO, Inc.
• Vice President: Diane McKeel – Miller and Main, LLC.
• Treasurer: Dan Corcoran – McDonald & Wetle, Inc.
• Secretary: Steve Entenman- Harper Houf Petersen Reghelis, Inc.
• Past President: Gretchen Nichols – Legacy Mt. Hood
• Administrator: Mary Ann Gray – Westside Secretarial 

Our Local Partner Board Members

• Mayor Ted Tosterud - City of Fairview
▫ Represented by Counselor Lisa Barton Mullins

• Mayor Shane Bemis – City of Gresham
• Mayor Casey Ryan – City of Troutdale
• Mayor Tim Clark - City of Wood Village
• Commissioner Lori Stegmann - Multnomah County

Our At-Large Board Members
• Ken Anderton - Port of Portland 
• Steve Brown – Pamplin Media
• Tim Brunner – Axis Desgin Group
• Counselor Shirley Craddick - Oregon Metro
• Deane Funk – Portland General Electric
• Tom Perrick – JP Morgan/Chase
• Dr. Katrise Perera – Gresham/Barlow School Dist.
• Dr. Lisa Skari – Mt. Hood Community College
• Greg Whistler – East Metro Association of Realtors
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Current Economic Factors

The Global & National Drivers

• Population growth, migration & diversification

• Shifting generational diversity, values & norms

• Economic restructuring &  income inequality

• Environment & natural resource stresses

• Science/technology advances & adoption rates

• Medicine/health care advances & challenges

The Changing Face of Oregon

• Population growth & in-migration

• Aging population

• Diversifying population

• Diversifying state economy

• Proactive comprehensive planning

• Resilience planning

Metropolitan ‘Wild Cards’

• ‘Internet of Things’ & ‘Smart Cities’

• Artificial intelligence & the automation of work

• Autonomous driving systems & driverless cars

• Transformation of ‘brick & mortar’ retail

• The ‘Sharing Economy’

• Millennial ‘adulting’ & nesting



Exhibit B

4

EMEA’s Committees and Task Forces

Focus Areas

EMEA Legislative Committee

• Chair: Diane McKeel
• Members organizations include 

Microchip Technologies
 J.P. Morgan Chase 
Pamplin Media
Portland General Electric
Northwest Natural Gas
KMO, Inc.

Advocacy Agenda

Business Environment

Transportation

Land Use

Entrepreneurship

Livability

Education

Workforce
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EMEA Transportation & Land Use Committee
• Co-chairs: Steve Entenman and Tim Brunner

• MHCC Transportation Hub. Plan and develop a full-service transportation hub at Mt. Hood Community College, 
promoting improved transportation services, affordability, connectivity, and efficiency that benefits the entire 
East Metro area. (ê Top scoring idea in this area.)

• Transit Oriented Development. Promote increased transit-oriented development, including mixed-use 
employment, residential and commercial development, along MAX light rail lines in the East Metro area.

• Transit Alternatives. Enhance transit alternatives throughout the East Metro area, including pedestrian traffic, 
bicycles, car sharing, and other modes of travel, improving mobility, convenience, speed, and security.

• Smart Technologies. Utilize smart transportation technologies to manage and improve transportation system 
operation and efficiency across the East Metro area.

• Large-Scale Development. Aggregate parcels and prepare larger sites for large-scale residential, commercial and 
industrial development in the East Metro area.

EMEA Education & Workforce Task Force
• Workforce Development & Up-Skilling. Strengthen and support collaborative workforce development 

initiatives such as Prosperity 1000, including programs to up-skill workers in low- wage positions, moving 
greater numbers of the workforce into middle-skill, living wage jobs in the East Metro area. (ê Top scoring 
idea in this area.)

• College & Career Readiness. Improve grade 9-12 learning to increase relevant college and career 
readiness through strategic collaboration with business and industry in the East Metro area.

• Schools-Social Service Partnerships. Promote expanded partnerships between local schools and social 
services to further remove barriers to educational attainment by students in the East Metro area.

• Regional Workforce System. Develop a regional system linking communication strategies, education, work 
and employers in the East Metro area, for improved workforce development and readiness.

• Financial Literacy. Promote education and industry programs designed to increase financial literacy 
throughout the East Metro area.

EMEA Industry & Entrepreneurship Task Force
• Industry & Education Collaboration. Promote greater collaboration and support among existing 

educational institutions and resources in the East Metro area and industries that are already located in 
the region. (ê Top scoring idea in this area. ê Top scoring idea overall.)

• Capital Partners. Recruit core sector capital investors and capital resource arms as partners that live in 
and invest in the East Metro area.

• Unified Brand Strategy. Develop a cohesive unified brand strategy for the East Metro area that promotes 
the assets and strengths of the region, including existing business and industry, the area's natural 
resource base, and its overall livability.

• Innovation & Entrepreneurship. Support innovation and entrepreneurship in the East Metro area, 
leveraging our knowledge of emerging markets.

• Entertainment Options. Recruit and develop a more diverse array of entertainment options in the East 
Metro area that appeal to a broad cross section of the local population and its visitors.

EMEA Housing Choices Task Force
• Housing Conversation. Initiate a conversation on housing types and choices in the East Metro area, welcoming 

all voices from our diverse population to the table in order to better understand community needs and desires. 
(ê Top scoring idea in this area.)

• Housing Development Sites. Investigate and inventory available sites for potential housing development in the 
East Metro area to meet housing needs where people live and work, including large employers.

• Innovative Housing Types. Explore innovative housing types for the East Metro area that broaden the range of 
housing choices resulting in greater community consensus on preferred options (similar to the "Connection 
Plan").

• Housing Finance Models & Partnerships. Explore partnerships for new financial models to expand housing 
choices and affordability in the East Metro area, including REITs (real estate investment trusts) and land trusts.

• Expedited Development Approvals. Investigate ways to improve speed and efficiency in local development 
approval processes in the East Metro area, simplifying the housing development process across jurisdictions.
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EMEA’s Financial Viability

EMEA in 2015

• Total Revenue: $43,486
• Sponsorship Revenue: $650
• Total Events with a Financial Loss: 7
• Total Network Contacts 300
• Total Event Attendees: 108
• Social Media Impressions: 0
• Social Media Engagement: 0
• Percentage of income from Local Partners: 54%

EMEA in 2018 (As of October 3rd)

• Total Revenue: $59,836
• Sponsorship Revenue: $18,100
• Total Events with a Financial Loss: 0
• Total Network Contacts 903
• Total Event Attendees: 243
• Social Media Impressions: 14,149
• Social Media Engagement: 621
• Percentage of income from Local Partners: 18%

2015 VS. 2018

2015 2018

Total Revenue $43,486 $59,836

Sponsorship Revenue $650 $18,100

Total Events with Financial Loss 7/9 0/12

Total Network Contacts 300 903

Total Event Attendees 108 243

Social Media Impressions 0 14,149

Social Media Engagement 0 621

Percentage of Income from Local 
Partners

54% 18%
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Ways EMEA Can Help Fairview

Where EMEA Represents You
• HB 2017 Transit Advisory Committee
• Columbia Connects Bi-State Consortium
• East Multnomah County Transportation Committee
• Greater Portland Inc. – Small Cities
• East Metro STEAM Partnership
• Oregon Economic Development Association
• Main Streets on Halsey
• Oregon Innovation Council
• Business Oregon
• G-9: Metro Area Economic Development Collaborative

Where EMEA Can Help

• Provide consulting and feedback on economic policy
• Provide representation at board, committees and forum 
• Provide added support in communicating priorities with elected officials
• Provide market/outreach support and storytelling
• Provide you with the unabridged business voice
• Provide a voice where cites are unable

EMEA Moving Forward
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EMEA Priorities
• Advocate for transportation investment in East Metro
• Protect manufacturing and fight for the reduction on layered regulation
• Promote incentive opportunities such as Urban Renewal, Opportunity 

Zones and more to encourage private-sector investment
• Advocate for STEM & CTE to ensure a qualified local workforce
• Ensure the East Metro business voice is heard in all manner of regional and 

state planning
• Encourage entrepreneurship by supporting local entrepreneurs and 

cultivate a community of innovation
• Ensure equity is a key part of resource distribution and policy making

Upcoming Major EMEA Events

• A Toast To EMEA – 15 Years of Economic Development
▫ Thursday, Nov. 8th from 5pm – 7pm at Bumpers

• East Metro Legislative Breakfast
▫ Thursday, Dec. 6th from 7:30am – 9:00am at Heidi’s 

• 2nd Annual East Metro Economic Prosperity Forum
▫ Friday, May 3rd from 8:30am – 2:00pm at Rockwood Boy’s & Girls Club

EMEA Projects/Events in Development

• GPI’s Greater Portland Tech Challenge 

• Start-up East Metro

• Personal Financial Literacy Certification
▫ In Partnership with Key Bank

• Inaugural East Metro Developer’ Summit

Questions? We Are Always Here To Help

Mr. Jarvez Hall
East Metro Economic Alliance
Email: executivedirector@eastmetro.org
Phone: (503)912-8898
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